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A Lost Document Recovered After

Twenty Years'-Search.

FORTUNES SPENT JN THE MEANTIME.

Kcmanc8 and Miseries of a

Maryland Family.

carelessness of an Office Boy Keeping Rightful Claimants
Out of Their Property.

A FAMOUS CASE REOPENED.

Cppkb Maiilbouo. Md., Oct. 13.1879.
In on* of tlio most fertile sections of the forest of

Prince George's county, Md. there lived in the

year 1800 two brothers usraod respectively Thomas
B. and D<vid Crawford. Thomas resided upon his

magnificent estate called Greenwood l'ark, while
about a mile distant therefrom, in an elegant mansion,with its gubled turrets overlooking Washingtoncity, on a beautiful sloping hill surrounded by
aucieut oaks, was the homo of David Crawford.
Their slaves were so numerous that many of them
wore unknown to their old masters, and their broad
acres stretched from I'orestvillo to the District
of Columbia line. In politics thoy wielded an

immense influence, and iu the good old honest days
when whig met democrat in the jjolltical arena the
Crawfords were always found leading the van of the

whigs. Many a time when a boy havo I seen the
Crawford carriage, an old-fashioned four-seated landaudrawn by four handsome horses, dressed
iu gold mountings, escorted by four negroes
in livery as outridors, drive into Marlboro, tbe
county town, its occupants, tho brothers, come

to meet their political associates to shape tho comingcampaign. They were honored by the rich and
beloved by tho poor. Charity was one of their predominatingvirtues, while prido was their besotting
sin. Their corn and meat houses wore always opon
to tho poor, and many a prayer and "God bless you!"
were showered upon their heads from tho widow
and orphan for charities bostowed upon them when
gaunt poverty stared them in tho face. Thomas
Crawford in his early manhood employed a housekeeperby tho name of Elizabeth Taylor to superintendhis household affairs. Slio carriod tho keys, sat
at tho head of tho table, and, although rather illiterate,cntcrtaiued his numerous guests whon assembledthore and gradually assumed tho position of
wife. Although no ono had over heard ot tho marriagebeing consummated, and every ono fearing to
approach him on tho subject, all wero content to let
tho matter rest, though many believed from the
position sho assumed that a marriage had taken
place, lly this alleged marriage, however, four ohildrenwere born, who, as will hereafter be shown,
play a most prominent part and finally become the
principal actors in this celebrated case.

AN ALLEGED 8ECBET MAU11IAGE.
The announcement of tho birth of the first child

fell liko an earthquake upou the household of David
Crawford, who prided himself upon his untarnished
name and rocord. And us years rolled on and other
children were horn under his brother's roof and
christened in tho cnurch and given his namo and
tho alleged secret marriage whispered about him
his wrath became intense, and he then and there
swore vengeance upon the iilobcian born who dared
to assume the proud and honored name of Crawford.An estrangement began then botwoon the
hrntheiM whlrh ri>Riiltru1 in nn nnnti foiul wliifh

existed up to tlio tirno of Thomas Crawford's doath,
which occurred iu March, 1854. After he was laid
awar iu the tomb of his fathers a will was discoveredbequeathing ail of his estate, real, personal and
mixed, to his four childron by Elizabeth Taylor (not
calling her Elizabeth Crawford or in any manner

roforring to her as his wife), but simply to
the four childrou of Elizabeth Taylor, and
by said will appointing Mr. Thomai F. Bowie
(who afterward took a leading part in the
celebrated case) as his cxccntor. The will was duly
admitted to probate, the estato divided amouR the
four children, and Thomas Crawford's estate Anally
closed up by order oi Court. As soon as tho contentsof tho above mentioned will bocamo known ull
of tho old gossip of twonty years before was indulged
in, and on every corner crossroads men could bo
board discussing the marriage pro and con. The lady
hud many friends and supporters, who unhesitatinglyasserted that she was the lawful widow of
Thomas Crawford, that sho was legally but secretly
married at tho request of her husband, and went so

fur as to assort that tho Hov. Father Feeslack, pastor
r*C I'flfvi/ilr' r'lumth Wnahinrrinti misvl.,<l 11nm

There were many who doubted that a marriage over

really took place, and none more strongly than the
brother David, who was firmly convinced that snch
was not the case, and that they shonld never revel
In his wealth as they had dono with his brother's.
Dut as there were none to disputo the title of the
estate with the children they received their respectiveshares, and the question of marriage vel nun.
wus not again mooted until yearn later.

DAVID CKAW/unU DIKS A 1IACHKL.OR.
The children enjoyed the wealth bequeathed them

by their lather, were educated and accomplished, and
their fortBUS gave them entry in the boat society iu
ti.e county. Years passed ou liku a golden dream
witii them, and they were regarded oa the next of kin
and prospective heirs of their Undo David's vast ostatewhen he should die, Wluch cveut was speculated
upon to a great extent until death claimed him as
its own and he was laid away in tho family burying
ground at Orcouwood l'urk. United again in death,
ultliough sundered while living, their ashes mingle
as they rent side by side. David, unlike bis brother,
remained single, lived tho life of an old bachelor anil
died us such. It ottcn wus a matter of wonder that a
man of Ills great wealth and exalted position never
mart led. lie was considered an excellent mutch for any
lndy in the land, and, while spending his winters iu
Washington and his nunimers at tho White Hiilphur
(springs, rumor* would reach us that hs would re-
turn with a bouuy bride; but the seasons cauie and
went. Tho spring and summer and autumn of his
life had passed and gone, 'the gay and dashing
Colonel Crawford, the most daring fox hunter in tho
county, the most grucoiul dancer in tho ballroom,
was now broken in health and decrepit In years, anil
when tho winter of his life came on, with head
bowed down with sorrow ho carriod to his grave tho
secret of liis early love. Tho ouly record of his lite
that mentioned his love was u golden lock of hair
and u tailed photograph of a beautiful blue-cyod girlfound In one of the secret drawers of his eabinut,
lie has been known to sit hour alter hour in his sol-
itii'io with hla treasured trophies, gazing upon them
with tearful eye* ana breaking ln-aii, doubtless
going back to tho springtime of hia life, when ail hla
brightest hopes and aspiration* centred in tho
sWeut young love of hia life. But, alaal too lata
thou for rupiulug. lie (lied as lie had lived.no
wile's geiitlo hand* to Soothe his dying pillow, uo
daughter's bright smile to gladden hla dying hours,
Ho sou upon whom to bestow his honored name and
wealth.but, like tho poor Indian chioflain, died,
the last of his race.

skabcaitto ron his will.
It was in December, DM/9, that tho news of his

death was horuldod aeroua the Potomac ltiver to his
supposed nearest ol male kin, lllcliard S. Blackburn,
one of tho F. F. V.'s, who traced his lineage back to
Oeorgs Washington. Uo immediately repaired to the
old Crawford mansion, aud, together with Mr*. Koarmy,one of the female heirs. lUHtltutcd rigid search
for the will. They hunted high ami low in every conceivablenook and corner. Old papers with the dust
of ages upon them acre exhumed aud carefully
scrutinized, but all to no avail, liut so firmly an*

lie convinced of the existence of a will that lie
caused to be inserted in the Marlboro Guzrtlr, of the
date of Juno :t0, IHiiO, then ami now published in
1'rinco George's county, Aid., the following notice:.
Notiik .Kclisbln and piootlvo Information having

rcmeli. il me tlmt the late l>>ivi.l Crawford. nf till* enmity.
Inula will ill III* house in the iiMiiilli of July last psat.
nb.mt *lx mnatlis IwloTS hi* death. tbl» Is IS request any
person <>r persons win. may have been at any time a subscribingwitness or witnesses to aueb nil instrument to
corns forward and give ale sneh Information, thai tlio
withes of the testator In regard to Ins properly may bo
carried Into cll'eft. It. H. ill.AC h IIU KN.
A »hort tlmo after Ihe lti*ortlnn of this notice ono

William llnvall, an old man bowed down with tho
weight of year*, appeared at the Crawford mansion
and informed Mr. Blackburn that he, together with
one Thomas Duyuo ami u* stranger, whose iisino he
did not rente rubor, were the attesting witnesses to
the will ot David Crawlord, but as to the whoroabout*of said paper, or the contents thereof, ho
knew nothing, in the meantime tho children of
Kluabotli Taylor begun to assert their right*, claimingthat ill Ihu absence of a will they' Were the next
ol kit. and legal representative* of said David Crawford-And tliun the groatest legal battle evur witueast(IIn fill* or any other country began, which

\ K

NEW YOR
before concluded wore out end carried to their
grave* every lawyer originally engaged upon either
aide, except one, C. C. Matt ruder, of the Marlboro
liar, ul*o all of the Crawford childruu, except one.

ct MiitM * mkxi ojr a uittAi' txwim.
In the absence of the will proceedings were comniuiicudiu the orphan*' Court for l'riuce George's

county, Maryland, January 12, lhtio, by Itiobard 8.
lilaekburu, for hiutaclf and otUera, by ftliug a petitioniu said court, alleging that ho Mood in the relationof tiret couaiu to aaid David Crawford, uud as

aucii waa untitle.I, a» the next of kin of inheritable
blood, to administer aaid eetate. Iu aaid petition lie
alao alleged tbat the younger Crawford* were the illegitimatechildren of one Elizabeth Taylor, aud in
cousuqneuce thereof had 110 iuhuritublu blood iu
them, uitber of tbo said Thomas or David Crawford,
and were therefore debarred of any right whatever
iu the proiuiaea. Thereupon the alleged illegitimate
Crawford children, by their counsel, tiled an answer
to said petition utterly refuting the matter* set forth
in *aid petition, aud asserted that they, aucl they
alone, are the only true and genuine heir* at law
aud distributee* of the real uud personal estate of
David Crawford, and, a* such, were alouo entitled to
administer thereon. Upon the petition and answer

aud at the instance and request of both parties
issue* were framed under the direction of tho Orphans'Court and sent to tho Circuit Court at the

ensuing term. The most important ot said issues,
and tho one upon wiiioh the case was Anally determined.was. "Whether tho said Thomas Crawford
was ever lawfully married to the said Elizabeth Taylpreither before or aftor tho birth of said children?"Tho Court issues wore subsequently, by

nniuir local proceeding*, removed
to the Circuit Court tor Charles county, Md.. upon
tun uflldavit of It. 8. Uluckburu that ho coulil not obtaina lair and impartial trial in Prince George's
county, ami at tlie May term of said court tbo caso

was tried on tbo part of Itlackburu and others by
Thomas 8. Alexander, of the Now York Bar; William
Schley and ex-Uoveruor Pratt, of the Baltimore Bar.
Tho young Crawfords wore represented by Judge S.
II. Berry, state Attorney Edward W. Bolt, of tho
Marlboro Bur, and Keverdy Johnson and Daniel
Clarke, of tho lialtlmore Bar.

ULAOKUUlUi'S VKitniCX.AN Al'I'KAL.
After a long and tedious trial a verdict was renderedin lavcr of Blackburn, Kearney and others,

the Virginia heirs. The case was subsequently appealedupou by the young Crawfords and carried to
the Court of Appeals of Maryland, and was by said
Court affirmed in all things and w as sent back with
its rocords and proceedings to the Orphans' Court
for Prince George's county, which thereupon grunted
letters of administration to Iticliard S. Blackburn,
oue of tho Virginia heirs. Blackburn was required
to give boud In double tho omouut ol personal propertyin his hands to be administered, and here
uuother battle between the legal giants took place.
Nearly all of tho sureties on the boud are residents
of Virginia, and the young Crawtords objected to the
boud.ttrst, on account of non-resident sureties and
upon several other grounds, amoug which was the
following:. That the State of Virginia was at war
with tho authorities of the United States and
that tho tenure of property iu said State was

vague and uncertain and that tho sureties
resided lu a Statu in which the oivil process of the
United Status had uo force." The counsel of Blackburnthereupon tiled an answer to said objection,
alleging "that tho Stuto of Virginia hud not boon releasedtrom ber federal obligations by tho United
States, and that whether she be iu fact, or in contemplationof law, in or out of the federal Union,
her relative position toward the State of Maryland
will be tho same as it always has been, that of an independentsovereign State, and that no reasonable
person could tor a moment doubt that, in the uveut
of the acknowledgment of the independence of the
Confederate States, some satisfactory provision
would bo made between tho parties to tbo existing
war for tho mutual recovery of private debts duo
from citizens of one confederacy to the other respectively.Upon tho petition and answer being
argued and submitted tho Court held that tho suretieswore sutlicicnt, and Blackburn proceeded to administerthe personal estate, amounting to nearly
$3U0,(XH).

KLIZAUKTH TAVLOB TKLI.8 UEIt STOIXV.
Ejectment suits were then instituted by the young

Cruwfords against Blackburn, Kearney and others
to recover possession of tho large landed estato
which they claimed as natural heirs of David; said
suits were afterward abandoned, and sui.ts of tho
same character woro instituted in the United States
District Court of Maryland in Baltimore city. Oral
and written testimony enough to cover thousands
of pages woro taken, tho most important of said testimonybeing that of Elizabeth Taylor, reputed wife
of Thomas Crawford and mother of the Crawford
children, also plaintiffs in this suit. Bho testified
substantially as follows:.That her intercourse with
Thomas Crawford commenced about thirty yoars

prior to this time, but not then under a

promiso of marriage; at the birth of her first
child she carried it to Washington and had it
christened by Bcv. Father Fisiaek, a French priest,
then pastor of St. Patrick's Church. He had a

lengthy conversation with her. and impressed upon
her tho necessity of savlDg her soul, which she
coulsl not do if she continued to live in sin with
Thomas Crawford, and advised her not to return to

V, .nn.lnr th. ul«l..> nt

tlie priest she sent tor him to come to Washington,
and retused to uccompany him home unless as his
wife, lie asked for timo to consider the matter, and,
after pondering a long time, he at last consented,
with the positive understanding that the marriage
should be kept a profound secret from every one
and particularly his brother David, and on the to)lowingTuesday the marriage was solemnized by
said priest, and that she returned home in the earriagowith him.

TESTIMOK* or THE IUIIEST WHO MARRIED HER.
Nearly a hundred witnesses were sworn, some of

whom tcstifed that Thomas Crawford addressed her
as his wito, others that lie called her Miss llotsey;
upon this testimony the jury decided tho case in
favor of tho young Crawford*. An appeal was taken
to the Supreme Court of the United Htutes upon exceptionsfrom the ruliug of the Court below and the
judgment roversed, upon tho ground that the marriagohad not been clearly established, and the case
scut bock the second time for trial. The most importantlink in the chain of evidence required to
establish the marriage, was the record of the marriapo,which could not be found, or the testimony
of the priest who perforinod the ceremony. But
how to obtain this testimony was the question; the
young Crawfords had already expended the most of
their tortune in defraying the expenses of this suit,
and without this evidence they would certainly lose
their case. The lawyers concluded to furnish tho
necessary amount and immediately preceding
the second trial prayed for a commission to
Europe to take tho testimony of Father Fisiaek; the
petition was granted and after a long and tedious
search tho Frencli priest was found in ltomo, who
testified to the beet of his knowledgo he did marry
Thomas Crawford and Elizabeth Taylor at tho time
as alleged, &c., which evidence completed the broken
link and thorsby established the marriago, upon
which the Court for tho second time decided the
cuse. The Virginia heirs again appealed and took
the case to the United Htatos Supreme Court,
and it was there the second time argued by tho most
eminent counsel in the land, and decided in favor of
.1.. ........ .1...klUliln.

riage and declaring them to be the legitimate childrenof Thomas Crawford and the heirs at law of
David. Previous to the last trial In the Supreme
Court the counsel for tho Virginia heirs
made a motion to have the case continued
until tho next term when Daniel Clarke, a member
of the Baltimore Bar, opposed the motion, and said,
in a very feeling and eloquent manuer, that but one

lawyer besides himself, out of the multitude originallyengaged, was now alive, and if continued ho
greatly loured that bo would bo called upon to
unswer the tlnal summons. And, sure enough, a

short time after his remarks, he died suddenly while
engaged In the trial of a case at Annapolis, Md. by
this decision was concluded tho most remarkablo
case over reported. The Virginia heirs are dispossessedof thulr rightful Inheritance, as will heroattcr
bo shown, and, after paying the court, lawyer und
witnesses' fees, together with the rsvsges of war,
are reduced to poverty. Tho youug Crawfords took
possession of their estate, it was sold by trustees
under order of tho Court to several purchasers, who
huvo built upon and otherwise improved their respectiveportions, littlo dreaming that the decisions
of the highest court in the laud would ut somo
future day bo reversed and tho long lost will discovered.

DAVID CRAWFORD'S WILL DISCOVERED.
In the mouth of March, 1MU, John B. Brooke, one

ot the recent connsel for Blackburn and Kearney,
the Virginia heirs, received from an unknown sou rco

a large envelope. Upon opening tho same he discovereda paper, yellow and musty with age, purportingto be the last will and testament of David
Crawford. Ho thought it a joke at flrst, but concludedto bring it to Marlboro, the county town, to
test the genuineness of tho signature, which was

pronounced by several persona who were acquainted
with bis signature to bo genuine. The excitement
over its discovery was intense, and it spread
like wildfire throughout tho entire county,
carrying joy to the hearts of those who
had been dispossessed and defrauded of
tbeir rights, and consternation and trembling
to those of tho Innocent purchasers, who had in
somu instances expended tlieir lost dollar in improvingthe land and beautifying their homes. Tho followinglncldnntoecurred upon tho aamo day the will
was discovered. One of the rightful heirs was consultingwith her attorney as to tho apparently hopelesseffort of saving her home, which was to bo sold
for debts accrued in tho defence of this case. An
hour later, when about to teavo for homo with an
almost brokan heart (lor alio bad received no comfortfrom her nttoruey) sliu wae Informed of the discoveryof the long lost will, wlneh would not only
«Tu ner norne rroin me nnerin a nnmuicr uut reatoroto heraelf and children the comforta and
luxurtee of bygone deye. On the Oth day
of March laat John 11. iirooko and t',
Knowden niU, representing tin- lllat kburn and
Konrnoy heire, filed with tint lloglater of Wilt* for
thli oounty a paper purporting to be tlio hint will
ami teatiimont of linviil (.'raw lord; Judge Tnck, V.
C. Mngrudor, Jr., and Joseph K. Huberts have tiled
oil hrbolf of tho purchasers and crawfnrda a caveat
to aalil will. 'I h« counsel lor the lilackburn hcira
have alao tiled a bill of review In chancery to aot
aside tho ducreo of the Court under which the land
waa aold, making nil of the Innocent puredinner* parturnto said ault. 'J lio will la guarded ua carefully by
the llcgiatcr na if It were gold, and It la cnrulully
hidden nway for fear of lining stolen, but, being n
member of the liar, your corronpondent applied tor
and received pertnlaalou to look at it and wna allowed
to make a copy of the name. It la writton on two
ahecta ol' letter paper and the brcaka In the worda aro
caused by the paper boing mutilated and torn.

KXACT COPT or THE WILL.
|n the .. amen. I. David Crawford, of - - .

(lenrgo'a county. Mute of .Maryland, being In dlly
health, and id sound and disposing inlnd, memory,
cmIIIiijc to .iilml tlio uncertainty ofnii n life and being
dealretis of settling my worldly u fairs, and iliroctinir how
ley estate -dialI ho disposed ol after my decoaao, do make
anil pnhllsli this oiy Inst will anil testament. hereby roveklnKmot making null nod r«id all other lust wills end
testanianla by eie hurotofern lead#. And dial I coin HI and

K HERALD, SATURDAY, (
my aoul to Ilitn who rave <> balu*. aud my body to the
uarth. to ho decently burled by tuy Irieuiin ur executor*
here! uultur named. An J a. to my i»Ut« end >11
tlio property. tool, iioi.iin.il aud mixed. of whtcii I
.hall dio, .oiaed and uuaaeaeed. or to which I ahull
In* u 111111 oil at my ilo.au 1 diaimae thereof i:i the uiaiiuer
folluwiuit1 du*iro oil my Ju*t debt,* aud fuuoral oxpenao*.IihII bo paid by my executor a* noun xfur my ilecoH.uan to lijto may Uo oonvauiatil. In couaidoratiou of
natural dutv ami alfocinm 1 give. doviao and boiiueiitb to
my tioluvoil couain*. Mi" Sarah Koreat and bur alaior, Mr*.
Mary M Reeruoy, of Wa.hiug leu, If. C., all luv landed
oatitie wbereou I now ro.ulu, to titoui, tlio .aid Mia* Sarah
Koroat aud her alater, her lioira and aaaiuu*. in fao aiiiijila.
forayor. Alan I give to oaoh of my said coueiua the auiu of
thie<> thouaaud dollar. In iiiouoy. to bo paid to oaoh of
them ae auou attar uiy doooaao aa may ba couveulcut to my
oxocutor.

All tho roat aud roalduo of iny eatato, real, poraonal or
.Xi d, to which I may ho eulitlod at tho limo of my doath,
1 civo and bequeath unto my liolovud couaiu, Kichard S.
liliickhuru, of Virginia, to have aud to hold to him, hi*
lioira and aa.litua foruvor; aud Ittaily, I horohy appoint my
a.tid couaiu Kit-hard S. Uluckburu, to ba aolo oxocutor of
tin. my luat will and toatamont. In te.tliuouy whuroof I
liavo horouutu out my hand aud aoal thia twenty fifth day
of October, in the your of our Lord one thouaaud eight
hundred and llfty-bluo. DAVID CUAWKUHD UoalJ.
Tho above Inatrumout of two aheota wus. at the data

thereof, declared by tho toatutor to be bia laal will and teatnmeiii,and thou nckuowledgod to ouch of ua ho had aqbacribudthe aaiuu.uuit at hie ruquoet wo hereunto aigu our
nuiiiua us utti'wcinu' wlluosses:.
HoltACK .MILLER scull, of Washington. D. C.
WILLIAM DUVALL |seal|, of l'rlu co Gsorgo's county,

^THOMAS BAYXE [soalj, of Frinco George's county,

Tbo only living witness to this will is William
Duvull, who now residos ueur tbo old Crawford
estate, and. altbongb more than fourscoro of years,
be still retains all of the mental faculties, and bus
been subpeonaed to attend the trial of tbo cause
when the sauie comes up at tbe next session of ibe ]
Court do novo.

HISTOKT OK TITK FAMOUS DOCUMENT.
Tbe history of tbo will, us near as can be asoer- 1

taiuud, is tbat it was drawn by oue Horace Miller, \
an attorney of tbo District of Columbia, and at
tosted by bimsolf, together with Dayne and Duvall. '

At tbo commoucemeut of tbe war Miller went South, I
it is supposed, aud espoused tbo Confederate cause, ,
aud was killed in oueof tbe battles before Hiebmond.
Before he left Washington be instructed bis office '

boy, in case ot bis non-return, to deliver or send i
tbo papers stored away in a box to the parties to j
whom tlioj' were directed. The boy subsequently
went to Virginia, carried tbe box of iiapers with bim, 1

which were stored away iu tbe attic of nil old house, i
where tbey remained until opotied by said boy last ,
sprinu, who forwarded tbe papers us directed by bis
employer nearly twouty years boforo. J

During the lust session of tbo Court here, one of i
tbe jildges of tbe Court of Appoals being present, jrequested tbo Register to let bim look at tbe will, ,
auu, after examining it and pondering a while said, .

' This is tbe most remarkable case ever reported in jthis or any other country."
Thus after years of privation and poverty and toll

tlio wrongod will bo righted and the record and proceedingsiu this celebrated case will bo considered
the most extraordinary ovor reported la ancient or
modern jurisprudence. i

ARCTIC ICE LIMITS.

DR. BE3SEL, OF THE HALL EXPEDITION, RE-

CAPITULATES THE RECORD OF THE SOUTHERN
ILt UMil f <.Ul A IIL.H1U11I IUE bfiX

NOR'IH OF BKHEINQ STIIAIT.A HOl'EFUL

OUTLOOK.
Washisoton, Oot. 17. 1879.

Dr. Emil Besscl, the Arctic explorer, who la now
in Washington, lias revived bis interest in resosreboa
in tbo Arctic rogiou and is now iu correapoudonoo
witb Professor Nordouskjold. Before tbo departuro
of tbo Jeauuetto from Han Francisco be had aovoral
long interviews witb Lieutenant Do Long and expressedtbo greatest faith in the success of the expeditionvia Bebriug 8trait. Since tbo departure of
tbo Joonnotto bo baa bcon to the pains of carefully
examining all the records known of expeditious
which have entered Arctic waters via Behring Strait,
and from a letter of Dr. Bessel 1 have boon permittedto make tbo foUowing extract, giving bia reasonsfor bis faith in tbo success of the expedition
now sailing northward under command of LioutenantDe Long. Ho says
The prospects of the Jcannotte are certainly very

favorable, judging lrom recent reports received
from tbo region into which the vessel has sailed.
Tbo soutbermost limit of tbo pack seems to have
receded more than lor a good many years, which, of
course, is most favorable tor rapid progress into the
northern waters. 1 have compiled trom the records
an account of the condition of the Arctic waters
running back a century, and I bud that the conditionsalmost invariably point to an open soa after
reaching a certain latitude, beyond which 1 am eon|ttdont the Jeauuetto will be able to pass. The followingsynopsis of tbo condition of the ice in
ucnring oiran wm sustain me in my prcaiouone:.

IOX LIMITS TOB A CKNTCBY.
In August, 177s, the groat navigator Cook reaohed

latituao 70 cleg. 41 min., in longitude 161 dog. 30 min.
west. The equatorial limit of drift Ice was,found to
be in latitude 64 deu. 18 min. on the 15th of August,
while two days later the limit ot the pack was* encounteredin latitudo 70 deg. 41 min., longitude 160
dog. west. The highest latitude reached by Cook in
tlio following year was attained in July, when he
advanced to latitude 70 deg. 30 min., in longitude
163 deg. 10 min. west. On the 6th of July, 1770, the
southernmost limit of the drift ice wus met in latitude67 deg. north. Later in July the southernmost
limit of the pack was in latitude 60 deg. 30 min., and
later even further to the south. In 1787 Porilock
uud Dixon found tho coast of Northern Siberia entirelyblocked, while in latitude 61 dog. 30 min.
there was scarcely any ice to be seen, and two
years later Mackenate found the mouth of the
river named alter him completely blockod as
late as July. In 1704 Vancouver found Cook Hound
completely blocked, and on the 36th of June he met
the equatorial limit ot drift ice in latitudo 60 deg. 30
min. Kotieobue, in tho Uusslan- exploring expeditionin 181G, found Behring Strait free ot lco in
August, and the next year he met the equatorial
limit of drift ico in latitudo G5 deg. on July 11, while
St. Lawrence Island was entirely surrounded by it.
The ltussiau brig Ulagonainjerenny in 1830 mot the
southern limit ot the drift in latitude60 deg. 40 min.
on the 7th of July. Later in the same month tho
limit of the pack was encountered in latitude 60 deg.
30 min. Tho west coast of Ht. Lawrence Island was
entirely free, and likewise tho sea before Kotzebue
Hound. The latter opened on the 33d of July.
The year following, in 1831, the same vsaael
reached latitude 71 deg. 13 min., whvro
tlwi inA wua fnnnd to Ha imiiAusAhlA. Thia

happened on the 17th of August, and largo
fields of ice were met with ne far south as latitude
6'J cleg. In April of the same year Lieutenant Anjou,
ot the Hueeiau navy, on hla sledge journey, found
the sea open at a distance of twenty miles northeastfrom the eastern coast ot Koteluol, and was

Sirevented from attaining a nigh latitude on the ice.
n the same month Lieutenant Wrougel found the
water tp bo oponod 130 miles north of tho coast,
between Kolyma and Indigluka, and was likewise
forced to turn back, in 1833 this explorer met the
open water 1(10 miles north of the Siberian coast,
while Anjou, his companion, struck the opon sea
only tweutv-two miles north of the Siberian coast,
and about fifty miles east ot the Mew Siberian
Islands. In April of tho following year the sea was
open fifty-nine miles east of Siberia, and ninety
miles north of the mouth of the Kolyma, lu 1H3(< the
limit ot tho pack was tound in August, in latitude
71 dog. 3d min.. In the meridian of 1'olnt Harrow, this
latter point being reached by Captain Iieechey.
Northwest from Koteebuo Sound the psok extended
in streaks, through which it was possible to sail
with ohso, and at Point Harrow tho too was entirely
impenetrable, lu July, 1813, large Balds of ico made
their appearance about Hovouty mile* south ot St.
Lawrence Island; the Kca to tho northward, howover,
was open, Ou the 3d of this month the southern
limit of drift ice was found iu latitude (S3 deg. 38 min.
The following year Norton Sound opened a« eariy as
June. On the 38th of July, 1810, the equatorial limit
of the pork waa in latitude 73 deg. fll min., longitude
lfVA deg. 16 min., and Captain Kellott, IX. N., sailed in
loud than flftr hntim frntn Hi. T.awrnnrfi Talant)
to Cbaiuiaao Inland. The year following, on the '2(1
of August, the pack extended oh far aoutli an latitude73 dog. 1 luin. north, longitude 1G0 dog. 13 luin.
wcat, trending in a direction iroin omit northeast to
west-southwest. In tho month following thu auiuo
lino waa about a degree and a half further to the
north, aud Captain Colltnaon reached latitude 73 deg.
311 min. Tho eaatern aldo of the Prluco of Walea
htrait waa blocked with ioe, while the weat aide waa

entirely free. Tina atrait in tho voar following
opened on the 3d of July, whllo the Prince ltoyal
Inlands were at tho tauio timo ntill blocked aud continuedao until the middleof Auguat. The following
year. 1803, tho conditioua wero loaa tuvorable, aa
tho pack ill longitude 107 deg. 43 mill, extended an far
aouth aa latitude (it) deg. 30 min. Captain Collinanu
reached Iieaac Htrait by coaating and returned irom
tin re In Auguat. Toward the end of September tho
sea waa fioaeu. Captaiu Magulro, on the 13th
of Auguat, 1803, reached Point Harrow and found
tho Hen to bo open from caat-uorflieaat to weataoiitliwoat.In 1HM Captain Coilinaon reported that
liehriug Hea opened on the 20th of May. In lHfll,
on the 4th of June, tho drltt extended to latituao 01
dog. 17 uiiu., and in Auguat tho equatorial limit of
the pack waa mot in latitude A3 deg. 30 min. Accordingto the Jinijic Commercial Adotrliur the American
whalcaliip Santiago waa bueet in latitude 03 degree*
and drifted for thirty days.

wllamukl lamp.
The acaaon of 18C7 waa an uncommonly favorable

one. captain hong, tlic Auiuricaii whaler, alghted
and discovered Wrangel hand, which is uxpocteil to
acrvu aa thu base of operation for tho Joauucttc.
liehriug Sea and the water between Herald lalaud
aud Wrangel Laud were perfectly free. American
wliallug ali pa cruised aa late an the 13th of October
eaat ot Point Harrow, and stayed In liehriug Strait
till the liitli of October, oueof tbcui reaching latitude
73 deg. 13 min,, and could have penetrated mucu Mirtberif It had hoeu necesaary. Tho season of 1871
lorined a atrung eoutraat to the ouo Juat mentioned.
It will be remembered that during that your tliiriytlirnawhaler* wero heaet and partially loat In the Ice
between Capo lielcher and Wainwrlght lalaud.

A HOl'KVUL OUTLOOK.
It would lead too far to atate lu detail tho conditiouaof the ice of liehriug Sua and thu Htralt betweenthen and now. Many whalers approached

Wrangel Laud without lauding, lor the reason that
the object of their cruise old not lend them to do ao.
NordennkJUld report* tlio season us nn uncommonly
lavornhlu one, and lilgli hopes may he uuturtalued
that the Juauuutto will be auceeaalul. It la only to
bo rogrntteil that the Hocrotary of tho Nnv.v did not,
am was expected, send a transport to carry the stores
of the J cannot to, which latter la ao deeply loaded that
it impedes her speed.
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An Incendiary Manifesto Issued by the

Irish Skirmishers.

THREATS OF VENGEANCE.

Evoking the Memory of FamineHorrors in '47,

AN APPEAL TO THE IRISH PEOPLE.

The exciting news received from Ireland within
tbo last few weeks has unquestionably aroused considerablefouling among the Irish peoplo in this city
and vicinity, and day after day the pages of the

IT.. . . ne,.nt.n.,rl Iniaut ilixta !1o

tho ever-growing laud agitation. Among Irish citizensit is everywhere the all-absorbing topic of conversation,anil no one acquainted witn their habits
;an go among them without observing that their
feelings are worked up to a decree hitherto almost
without prccedout. Mot evon during the height of
;he Fenian oxcltemcnt was anything like the same

nteusity of feeling visible, and if it has not yet
:aken doftnite shape it is ouly because ho plan of
iction has been placed before the masses by any
ufluential leader or recognized organization. Recog.
aiziug the want of a dellnito plan tho trustees of the
Irish national fund held a meeting last night and
idoptcd an address to the Irish people. This paper
s (significant, inasmuch as it coutains direct throats
)f vengeance in case acts of cruelty should be perpetratedby the Irish laudlords or massacres by the
English troops. It is as follows:.

TUB ADD1LESW.
ro TUK IlttSH psopi.k in tiik U.MTKD Si IKS:.
Kkllow Cocntkyskn.The tliroatunin aspect of affairs

In Ireland culls fur prompt and vigorous notion on the part
if nationalists in this country. It is no limo for idle tulle,
tiul for soriotiH prupuratiou for tho stern work that is bo[oreus. Tho nutlonul movement is fust appronchiiiK a
crisis wheu its members must bo prepared to muko larger
sacrifice* and work with redoublod soal, so that tbo hour
of trial may not llml them unprepared.
Iu view of the change in tho situation it has been decided.with tho concurrence of several trusted friends in

tliu national party, to oulurgn tho board of trustees of tho
national fund and to appeal once more to tho Iriah people
liero for their support.
Tho national fund was startod with a view to providing

tho mentis to strike a tolling blow against England wheneveran opportunity should present itself Its object was
St first distinct from tlto general movement fur Irisb independenceand nut lulluenced by any particular crisis in
li'iilntiil callimr for Immediate action. Its oriirlnators
never calculated that It iliuuld perform more than a small
portion of tho work of driving the foreigner from the soil
of Ireland. It was Intended, in short, to Imston. it poindhlo.the udvont ot Ireland's opportunity by inflicting in)uryuu England at "vital points and at critical muuients
while showing the Irish pooplo the Immense powor lying
unappreciated in tholr bauds for tho destruction of that
om[*l,ro which has robbed thorn of land and liberty and
driven them homeless over tho earth.
Tho call was responded to chielly by that class of tho

Irish people in America who can least alford pecuniary sacriticos.una under tho prossnro of uuprecedontudly hard
timos. There was no apparont prospect, except
for a vury brief period, of England becoming
iuvolved in furofgn war, no eviduuuo of vigorouspolitical lifo in Ireland, no unnsual danger
menacing our countrymen at homo.nothing, in short, to
stimulate Jrisli-Amorleaiis to uuusuul activity, and yet,
taking all the ctrcuiiwt'.iucus into account, tlio nmouut
subscribed was very oredltable. Bit was enough to show
that, under mere favorable conditions, and with an obJoct,the proximate realization of which could bo mado
clear to tho majority of our pooplo, with, aoovo all, the
evidence of vigor, determination and steadiness of purposein the political life of Ireland, Irish-America would
be prepared to do its whole duty, and would sustain tho
struggle for tho rcgoneratlou of tho old laud with its laat
dollar and Its last man.

UKASONS FOB P1CLAT.
Tho amoant contributed, however, though larger than

was anticipated and sufficient to carry out aoruo of tho
minor things indicated by its foumlors. would not warrantthe undertaking of such enterprises as would Inflict
roal and lasting injury uu our enemies or be ef real benefit
to Irolund. It was determined that when operations of
this nature wore coinnioncod we ehonld be able to deliver
blow alter blow with crushing elfect, and, that once begun,
tho work should go on till tho power of Kugland should be
so crippled that oar countrymen at home would not have
the seme odds against them as at presont. It was seen
also that the commencement ot such work would force on
& <*rlala in Triah nation ill affaiTH And that tho national
party would bo compelled by tho circumstance* thus
created to take action for which tbey wore out propnred.
After earnest con imitation with the truatod men of
tho national party it waa decided that preparatory steps
only aliould be taken, aud that all action likely
to precipitate a crlala in Ircluud should bo post
jioncd to a uioro fittiuK opportunity. It la only by the
cloaadt union and the tnoat complete conoort of action
that tho Irlah peoplo can liopo to aticceod In overthrowing
English domination, and all tba brauclioi of tho national
party moat act aa the divialona of gu ariuy, auiiuatod by a
common purposo anfi guided by an authority whom all
moat recogniso toward the point where tba enemy la to
bo mot.
Such waa the position of the national fund from It*

foundation to a few abort waeka ago. Since then tho
whole aituatlon of affaire haa changed. New duties are
imposed on us, now sacrifices domandod. Ireland a face
to (ace with one of the greatest crlaaa In her hletory.
Her people are tnonaeed with extermination, and appeal
to their expatriated kindred for help in Ibis, their hour of
aorual need,

thk crust: or i^HDLoitDixif.
Tho foreign landlord system, which liua cursed tho countryaluco the final triumph of English rule anddwarfod the

energies of a people endowed with natural gifts tilting
them for otto or the bigheat placoe among the races of the
world, has ill loiiKtli reached the climax of its infamous
history and reduced the people to the verge of beggary.
Baa soaaous and the competition of American product

perform but a minor part In tho desolation which now
overspreads Ireland. It is the foiolgn landlords, the inheritorsof the aucroRsiva robberies of Tudors, Stuarts,
Cromwt'lliana and Wllllamltea.au idle horde who perform
no useful function iu tlio land.who drain the life blood of
thu nation aud render it iucapablo of resisting oven the
moat tranaiont depression of trade or tho effects of ono
hud season. Remove the blight of landlordism, make
tho tiller of tho soil iudopundont of the caprices of a petty
autocrat, with nuone to stand between him and a governmentwhich ehall bo the expression of the will of the
whole poonlo, and hie quick lutulligeuco and strong arm
will provide from tho teomiug soil of his native laud
amnio towodio* atraiust bud seasons aud foreign cum-
pot! 11 on.
Such a revolution tlio English government and tha

English landlord* of Iroland will nevur cousont to. It can

only be accomplished by tbo complete overthrow of British
power In Ireland. But it must be plain to ovory thiukiug
irishman that tlio day of our Dual dellverunco from Englishrulo and from English landlordism has not yet coino.
Our enomy mnst be more beset by difficulties than at present.and the whole Irish race the world over must bo
aroused and thoroughly organism! for the ollort. Withoutbeing too sanguine we are satisUod that our opportunityIs fast approaching, and that our.duty is to wait
for Its certain advent, flio duty of preparing for that
evont evolves on the organised nationalists, hut the
danger which meuacos a large suotlnn of our countrymen
at home Imposes a duty on as that it would bo cowardly to
shirk.
Troops aro being hurried to Ireland, and a reign of terror

Is about to bo inaugurated. The tiupoverlshod people liavo
no money to pay the exorbitant rent demanded of them,
and preparations are hulng made to drive them off tlio land
at tho point of the bayonet. Day after day brings n.iws of
fresh bodies of iufantry and cavalry being drafted Into tlio
rural uistriets. Tbero has been no disorder among tho
people, nothing to Justify the resort to coercive uiousitros.
The government expects that, driven to oxtreuilty, tho
afflicted people may rutuaeto luavo their homes. A mere
rofuaul to Isuvo their homes may ho tho signal for tho
slaughter of the pooolo, and the English government expectsthus to stiile tho voice of tbo country and crush for a
goueratlou tho spirit of resistance to wroug.

"STAMP TOUgTIIKK. lllloTIIV.It.S. Al.b."
Irishmen of America, will'you stand tamely by while

rour countrymen at home aro being butchei ed. or will you
come to their asslstauuo and enable thorn to stand by their
homesteads!
Victims of landlord tyranny, look hack to your shattorod

rooftrees aed desolated healths; remember the horrors
of tho eviction which scattered your kindred through
foreign lands, and resulvo to save those you have left
liohind you from e similar fate. You eau at least supply
thom with tho means of nvcuging the murder of thulr
friends and neighbors mid of begiuniug a nieveinuut that
will end In tiie destruction of thai landlord system
which lias blighted one of the fairest lauds on this
earth and Indicted conturles of misery on your raco.
Survivors of '47. havo yon forgotten the countless

horrors of the famine and the weary rears of alluring
and sorrow that fnlloweo it? (leu you think ot your murderedkillIIred without a burning desiro In avenge them?
Ileus the memory of the hunger pang, tho povtllence, the
reeking emigrant ship and tlio ghastly fuvur slied arouse
no righteous Indigutinn in your souls, and can von calmly
contemplate a repetition of these horrible scenes in this
porittnp ol inw |gnuriiiiiii which nww urnwil in luauiioou

hiiii*u tlianT Koiuonibor iliut hngH-ili landlordism in Irelandwin tlm chief canto of that Undue, and tlmt to day It
l» aa crnal und rulontloia a inoniiter aa ovor. It nionncoa
tho very exlatonco of our people, and mint bn doatroycd.
Yen who have suffered moat from lit blighting influence
ahould make youraolvoa tiilaaiiinariiia of retribution and
arouao your countryman to tbe iiecutalty of lta llual oxtirpatloti.

Irialinion of all creoda, tltia la no aoi'tarlan atrlfc, but a
struggle for human rlghta In which all liavo eipial tntercatato maintain, common dangers to faco and couiuion
oiionilc" to nvercotno. Tlioau wlioaa fathora settled anionic
ua in tliotiiuoa of oonOacation have ai'i|iilron a tltlo to tiio
land they till liy tlioir labor, liavo mlxud Willi tiio oeotilo
and bccnuio na Irlali aa wo. Today wo recognise no Jlatdiction of religion, and liopo to aoa tiio fouda of the past
forever burlad.

what mat na ttxruiTKn.
\t o do not wlali to provoka a linpolcaa resistance, hot

wIiiiIchaIo ovlctlona at ttie liayniinl'a point are anro to end
In bloodalind. and many will pralor to dlo lika
man, defending their homos front the foreign rohlior,
than to live paupers In the workhonao or atarvn
by tlto roadaido. The action nvldimtly cnutomphitad
by tlin F!ngllah government may prnv.iao audi a r.millet
hotwran tiio people ami tlin foreign aoldlery aa will prceipItatoa general iiiovemeiit. Tlila ia a danger which inuat
be foreseen und provided for

In I bo event of auclt u conflict tiio I nml a at our dlapoaal
aliall bo naad to onablo the peopla to ataiid by thulr liomna,
to atrlkn down the robber rule of the landlord and In InIIietspeedy punialininnt for acta of cruvlty and tnurilor.
Wo know tbo consequences of the alepa it may bo neeoa
ury to take, and tlo not linaltato to aawiime the mapniialliility.Will you ahtre that reaponaibillty with ua, and enableua to take really effective ineaaiiroa, by sustaining tbo
fundr William iAhkolu

TItt)MArt CI.AllhK LU11Y.
JOHN J. IIIIKHLIN.
TIIOMArt K. ItoUHKK.

, JAMKrt libYNoLbrt.
b john dkvoy.

Acuvatipk Fonn, Hccratary.

a bea captain mjbsing.

Lawyor Thoniaa Mlddloton, of Tom'a River, N. J.,
nailed at Pollco Hoad'iuartcrn yontorday and reported
the luyaterloua disappearance of Forninnu 1>. llogora,
of tlmt place. Ho waa captain of tho coasting
schooner Uoorge Avory, aud waa aoen at tho Liberty

E SHEET.
street ferry, in tliia city, on the 7th inst. On thet
day he sent telegram to his wife, informing Iter
that he would atert for home that evening and that
ahu might expect him on it late train. Since then be
lias not been seen. He had in his possession at
the time about $tUKi, which he had collected for
some freight delivered in Connecticut. His friends
suspeot (hat he displayod the uiouey while iu this
city and hue been robbuil ami murdered. Captain
lingers is described aa boiug about forty years old,
live feet six iuches iu stature, aud having dark hair
and mustache. When last seen he wore a blue suit.

BUSINESS FAILURES.

THE NUMBER AS COMPARED WITH LAST TEAR
LARGELY DECREASED.BE1GUTENINO BUSINESSPROSPECTS.
During the present year there has been an immenseredaction in the number of business failures

as compared with former years, a reduction which
cau only be attributed to the improved condition of
4-wo.l/x and »kd iinurnMl -A --A- t-
»« »«« « **%* »»w Hj/niMu »VUUUUUJ ul pnOOB uu H"WM«
of all descriptions that aot lu last spring. The conditionot husinoaa for tho past three months has
changed materially for tho bettor, and appears to be
as prosperous and certaluly as profitable as ever beforein tho history of tho country. According to the
ciroular of Messrs. Bun, Barlow Jt Co., to be issued
to-day, the following table shows the number of
failures in tho United States aud Canada for tho first
nine months of the present year as compared with
1878:.

. 1878 , 1879.
State* A'o. of .liu'l of A'o. of Ain't ofand fail- LiabiU- Fail- LiabilvTerritoriesurea. ties, urea. tits.

Eastern titatos...1,517 $30,u33.135 785 fH.31U.6U7
Middle States. ...3,550 79,376,409 1,819 98,859,339
Southern titatos. 1,168 21,359,104 873 13,416,516
Western States..3,UU9 66,556,846 1,311 16,113,349
Pac. statos aud
Territories.... 544 0,887,575 019 8,302,129
Total 8,678 $197,211,129 5,329 $81,054,940

Canada 1,242 18,138,321 1,484 24,434.570
The comparison for the third quarter of 1879 is

still more favorable, showing a still greater rate of
decrease In business casualties, both as compared
with last year and with tho quarters of this year that
proceded it. The failures in the United States have
beou less by one-half in number than those of the
corresponding period in 1878, tho precise decrease
buing 1,591. The liabilities show a much larger proportiouatoreduction, being less than one-quarter of
what they were iu the same period last year.
$15,275,650 as against $06,378,303."it will ot course he romembered," says the circular,iu commenting upou tho above results, "that
for the first two mouths of the third quarter of 1878
tuo taiiureH wore unusually uuttiuroud, owing to tne
prospective repeal of tho llunkrupt law iu Septemberof that year; but, even taking that clroumstance
into consideration, the decrease iu tho last quarter
is almubt phenomenal, iu view of the fact tnat the
average number of failure* for the third quarter of
tho proceeding four yeara wax 2,223, or nearly double
the number of tho last quarter's failures (1,202),
while the average liabilities for the third quarter of
the four years was $52,000,000, or more than three
tirnox the amouut of liabilities of the third quurter
of 1873.
"Those figures show tho wonderfully improved

condition of trade throughout the country, and are
a brilliant augury of the future prospects of commerce.This change from adversity to prosperity
has been sudden, comparatively speaking. (July one
year ago.for tho quartor preceding October, 1373.
the mercantile disasters wore moro numerous and
more calamitous than ever before in a similar period.
There seems to be no doubt that a great part of this
improvomont is legitimate and has 'come to stay.'
Some of it, howover, is necessarily fiotitious, arising
out of the too rapid increase in values. While values
advance with unusual facility failures must necessarilybe fewer.

"lint while this country seems to be blessed with
all possible financial advantages poor Canada's conditionseems to be falling from worso to worse. The
failures there have increased over sixteen per oeut
in number and thirty-three per cent in amouut for
the first nine months of tho present year as comparedwith 1878, as may be readily seen by a moment'sinspection of tho table. Ifor tho last quarter
tho exhibit is still more depressing. The failures
have iucreasod from 2'J5 last year to 417 in 1873, or
moro than thirty-throe per cent, while the amount
is increased by over fifty per oent, rising from
$4,023,532 for the third quarter of 1878 to $U,338,C17
tor a similar period this year."

ALDERMEN IN (SESSION.

AS SUFEimSOBS THEY CONFIEM THE TAX LKVX.
TOE "L" BOAD'S EXCEOACHMENT ON BATTEBT
PABK.BOUTINS BUSINESS TBAN8ACTED.
The Aldermen mot m a Board or Supervisors at

noon yesterday to consider the tax lory and transact
any other business that might como before them.
When the roll wus called and tho minutes of the previousmeeting had been read and approved SupervisorBoberts moved that tho tax levy be confirmed,
and that tho rate of taxation bo fixed at $'J 58. The
motion was adopted, and the mombers of tho Board
signed the necessary papers to give due legal effect
to their action.
Tho Board then organised as Aldermen and receiveda number of communications on various subjects.AUlurmau Morris Introduced a resolution,

which was adopted, calling atteution to the action of
tho Manhattan "L" road in taking a largo portion of
the Battery Park, and requesting tho Commissioners
of the Department of Puollc Parks to cancel tho permissionheretofore given to that company to occupy
tho park. The resolution also requested that no
additional privileges to make use of the park be
given to the "L" road managers.
Two other measures were placed before tho Board

by Mr. Morris, and both of them were adopted. One
provided for allowing the Fifth regiment,
N.U.H.N.Y., to occupy the armory of the Sixty-ninth
regiment when vacatod by them, aud tho other authorizedthe loosing of premises on the corner of
T«nntv«sfiV(>nth ntivi»t and Ninth avtimifi aa an

armory (or the Eighth regiment. The last named
organization has boon virtually without headquarter*since their Twenty-third street armory vraa destroyedby lire.
A letter waa reccivod from State Comptroller

Oloott, stating that the Board o( Equalization of
Taxes had tlxod the valuation of property in this
county at $1,'21(1,872.419, and that tho amount of
State tax that would have to be raised was
$4,569,705 ,71. Tho communication waa Disced on
nio.
Alderman Sauer at this point moved that tho CorporationCounsel bo requested to inform tho Board

what proceedings have boon takeu to restrain the
operation of the alleged unauthorized ferry from the
slip between piers It and 15 North ltlver to the
New Jersey shore, as directod by a resolution passed
soino time siuco. The motion waa adopted, aud
President Mott announced communications from the
Mayor.

"I movo wo adjourn," said Alderman Koonan, and
he was seconded by thosoof his colleagues who wore
apprehensive that His Honor would send in more
names for tho department vacancies. Tho motion
was carried and the Board adjourned nntil Tuesday
next at noon.

POLICE BOA11D MEETING.
At tho wcokly mooting of the Board of Police Commissionersyesterday the following communication

was received from John Nugent, tho policeman of
tho Eighteenth precinct who has been indicted and
is at preacnt confined in tho Tombs awaiting trial
for complicity in tho Manhattan Bank burglary i.
To tiim Hoaiid or I'oucs:.

i'loane take notice Hist 1, John Nugent, patrolman of the
Police Department ot tlio city of New York, lie lisreby demandpayment of tiie aiun ot JCIN7 tKl, tiie amn being my
alary a« nuch patrolman tor the month* of June, July
Auguatanil September, 18711. Yenra reapeotfiilly,JOHN Mt'lil'JiT, Patrolman Eighteenth precinct.
Octoskh 14, 187U.
No continents ware passed on tho communication.

It was referred to the treasurer. Nuirmii la still a

maiuber of the polieo force, lie haa nut boen
brought to trial before the Commissioners in considerationof the fact that Judgment in hia case ia
ponding before a civil eonrt. lie will therefore, it
ia aaul, receive hie back pay.

Utile 1IM of tbo Police Manual, which provldos that
an offending officer convicted three tliuo* of a violationof the ruloa of the department should t>o subjectto dismissal from tho service, vai rceclmled on
motion of Mr. Mact*-»n. Thia action waa takon to
avoid poaaible lawsuit* arising from tlie enforcementof tho rulo. Tlioru are four sections in tho
rule, and the court* have recently decided that a policemanmur.t violate eacii of the fonr auction*
thrice before ho leaves himself open to removal.
Couaidcrablo routinu bnnineHM wa* transacted,

anch at the appointing of inspector* to till vacaucieaand street aweeper* in tlio httrect cleaning Department,alter whieli tho ltoard adjourned. Tho
Hoard Hiili*e<piently went Into executive session,
hut conducted their deliberations with closed doors.

AMICABLY ADJUSTED.
Shortly after Charles Hat-rim an, tho podeatrian,

came in third in the first walkiug match at Madison
Square Harden, for tbo Aatley bolt, ho waa charged
with having iuduccd Mrs. George W. Htsckhouso to
leave hor husband, who wa* tiion the steward of tho
St. Jamos Hotel, and go to lieatou with hint. A suit
for alleged abduction waa brought by Mr. HtaekboUseagainst llnrritnaii, and, upon affidavit* sotting
lorih tho alleged facta, Judge Donobue granted an
order ot arreat agatnat llarriman. Two deputy
sheriffs did not succeed, however, in ttudtng him,
but yesterday hia counsel, Mr. AbuerO. Hurt, accompaniedby Mr. HUckhouse, put in au appearance at
Messrs. Ilowu k Huiuiiiei's office, who had been employedto prosecute the suit, and stated that ovarythinghad been amicably adjusted and that they desiredthat uo further legal steps should bs taken in
tho matter.

ON THE DEFENSIVE.
The Railroads Presenting Theii

Side of the Case.

OIL AND STEAM.

Further* Testimony Before the
Legislative Committee.

Immediately upon tho reassembling of the LegislativeCommittee appointed to lnvostlgato the man-

sgeuiont of railroad* in this Statu, yesterday morning,at tbo rooms of tho Chamber of Commerce, No.
03 William street, the case on tho side of the railroads
was opened. Ex-Judge Shipman and Mr. George It,
Ulanchard represeutud tho Erie ltailroad and Mr,
Chaunoey M. Dopow the interests of tho Now York
Central, Mr. Simon Sterne examined as usual on behalfof the people. Matters relating to the Erie Railroad,and chiefly in regard to its oil business and the
transactions of the Standard Oil monopoly, wore ths
first topics presented, Mr. lilanchard conducting
the direct interrogation of witnesses. Most of the
ground covered by the testimony hod already boon
gone over in the presentation of the case on behalf
of the people, and consequently less interest waa
manifested in yestorday's proceeding*.

THK HTANDAUD MONOPOLY AGAIN.

William T. Schelde, a petroleum doaler from Pennsylvania,was first called and testified in regard to
tho South Improvement CompanyUnder its contracttho New York roads were to receivo forty-flv*
per cunt of the business, tho receipts being pooled;
the oil dealers socurod a contract with the New York
roads at more favorable terms, but only oighteen
per cent was loft for tho Now York roads; John J.
Fisher, of Oil City, violated his contract with the
other dealers, and sold 15,000 barrels of oil to tha
Standard Oil Company, which was part of tho South
Improvement Company, thus breaking the blockauof
tho charter of the South Improvement Company wai
afterward ropealod by the Pennsylvania Legislature;
witnoss had applied to tho Pennsylvania roads for a
drawback and recolved one; tho business at tha
Weehawkon docks was always dbne to his satisfaction;the pipe lines had a pool, but
Hunter & Cumlugs did not enter it; the
rate on tho railroadB to Now York was f1 25 a bar.
roi, but tney chargod $1 it, collecting the twenty-two
conta extra freight; then the twenty-two conts was

given buck as a rebate; the railroads gave no advantageto one pipo over another, excopt perhaps as

against Hunter & Cumings; witness had sold his
rcflnory to Charles Pratt & Co.
By Mr. Blanchard.Did yon sell it beoaase of

any advantages that the Standard Oil Company possossedover you by our line? A. No, sir.
Q. Or for any reasons conneoted with railroad discriminationor proforcuco? A. No, sir.
Q. Did I tell you at that timo that we would ba

glad to havo you eontlnuo iu the business and giva
you as good rates as anybody else? A. Yes, sir. I do
not think we have ever bad anything to complain ot
in relation to the Erio Railroad's treatment of us.

Witness did not ship anything by the Erie whoa
Bostwlck li»d charge of the docks at the end of tha
road; ho begau to ship over the Erie because of
bad treatment received from the Pennsylvania; h<
was the largest shipper, and mado contracts ahea<'
for cars; when business was poor ho had no diiS
culty in transporting oil, but when it became brlsl
the roud would make them pro rdta with other ship
pors for oars, and sometimes wituoss could not gal
enough transportation and was obligou to buy oil ij
New York to fill orders; he then went over from th4
Pennsylvania road to the Erie.

A ltEDATK ADMITTED.
Witness did substantially tho whole business, r*

coivlng a rubato equal to tho irolght on the branch
road by which ho had to bring his oil to tho Erie,
and, iu addition, tho cost of transferring the oil
from the narrow gauge road to the broad gaugi
cars, thus making his actual froight the same as it
the Erie got the oil from the mouth of the well;
witness became the sole shipper, but roooived no
oth<-r rebate than the expense inoiitiouud of gutting
tho oil to tho Erie tracks; witness sold out his businessbecause tho roflniug business in Mow York had
been largely bought up by the Standard Oil Company;instead of buying his crude oil they would
send thoir own to New York and till the roflneriea
with that, so tho crude oil of other parties
could not bo refluod; wituoss sold out to Mr. Pratt,
who was couuectud with the Standard Oil Company;
his works woro tho only outlet against tho Standard;
to maiutuln themselves afterward other doalers had
to scud oil by rail to llutTalo and then ahip by canal,
aud If it had not beou for an extraordinary spurt la
the market iu 1870 they would havo been all absorbedby the Standard; substantially the whole
busineaa was in the hands of tho Staudard Oil Com
pany and the llrma atUliatod with it.
Oeuoral Alexander Hivon was called and aaked to

give the names of anyjof the shippora who objected
to transport over tuu jsrio roan wuiio uoscwicx naa

charge of tho terminus, bat suid that ho could not
recollect the names of any of the Erie shippers.
A large map of the oil regions and the transports*

tlon facilities from them to the seaboard was next
exhibited aud explained by ex-Judge Htupman.
George It. Blanchard, general t ralllo agent of the

Erie Hallway, was then called to the witness stand
and was examined by Mr. tihipiuan. He testified
that stuco 1872 he had had entire direction of the
Erie's freight traffic, subject only to the President
and the Board of Directors, lie described his con*
nectlon with other railroads.
A recess waa then taken.
Chairman Hepburn, after tho recess, statod thai

the committee, both publicly and privately, had
been asked to go into the subject of taxatlou. They
were well aware of the need of investigating the
wholo subject; but the action of the Heuato and As*
sombly had shown that it was not luteuded that the
committee should investigate tho subject, and they
had concluded not to do so.
Mr. Hlanchard, ou resuming tho witness stand,

produced the tariff of freights of the Erie Hallway,
lie found that the uniform mights wore based upon
a tariff of five cents per ton pur mile for first class
freight, four oeuts tor second, throe for third and
two tor fourth class for a dlstauuo of fifty miles |
in addition twenty-five cents pur ton was paid for
handling; for a dlstauoo over fifty miles they were
foruod, principally by competition, to alter these
rates; there were fifteen computing lines at thirty*
five different points.
H" *»»« niiuirmnti Vntl thlnlf vnli ghnllM talrfi

into consideration tlio amount of profit a tuau ((eta
by liia goods being moved, in considering tlio
i rely lit? A. I tllluk tliat if the public demand that
are should divldo our profits with titum titoy should
bo willing to divldo theirs with us.

urntcT or mkuucixo uaxal tolls.
Itoduced canal tulle had also forced a change in

the Erio rate*; the average time of loading cars at
small way stations was four days Instead of twelve
hours as at largo centres; witness did not think a
citisen in the interior uf the Htate sending an occasionalcar load of grain should gut the samo rates
as one at liuilalo; behoving that lowur rates would
induce farmers along thu lino of the Erie road to
plaut an Increased acreage they were fixed at from
fifteen to twouty-two and a half cents, while the
Chicago rate was put up last Monday to thirty-five
cents; wltuosa did not think that the charge from
all stations on the road ahould be proportioned to
thu rates from the West; from the interior of the
Htate the rates should be proportionately higher,
but actually lower than from beyond the hue of the
Htate; special rales on the other roads interfered
with the busluusa of the Erie; In 1U7H the rates were
roduccd nearly one-halt at dlfferuur points on the
road, being the largest voluntary reduction evor

mado by auy railroad lu the United States; they
produced a very large loss iu the gross earnings of
the Erin Uuiiway.

q. on what ground did you make the reductions f
A. Upou the ground that the chargn of eighty-three
cents front Horuullaville while we charged forty
canta from buffalo was lu itsolf a dlaorimiuatlon
against wbloh the publio bail a right to oomplaln;
socoud, wo thought that other interests might be
stimulated to come along thu ilno of tha railway and
make up for tbs large losses.
There wui nut a territory In the world of tha

asms extent, ooutiuuod witness, with oqoal railroadfacilities that had aa low lreighta aa that of
tlio Htate of New York; to mako the canal free
would require a reduction lu railroad freights to retainthe business; a cast-iron and Inflexible rate
tier inlle from one end of the hue to tha othar would

f In harrv nut it thu Vria roitfl
UU >U
wm required to pitbliah au opou rate. with no attemptsat drawbacks, It wonl<l bo ainiply to Burrendera Urge part of tlio business of tlio southern
tier of coiiutloa lu tliia Ntnto to rival roatla anil
other States: nothing could bo mora Injurious
to tbo people of tli m HUto than for
the committee to inako such a recommendation;
an Indexible tariff was not ao harmful to tlis railroadsas to the pcoplo who worn suiijoctod to ltt
for ouu tuoiitb tliuro wcro 1,1187,1100 separate freight
tranasotloua, anil for any theorist to protond that
thoss two luilliou trauHoctiona could be brought
under ous indexible rule would be more theory; It
could uot be done, and If done would be an entire
surrender of aoiuo claaaoa of business, an Injustice
to others, a taking away of dlscrotloii from the uiurchautor railroad aud an lulurjr to both; special
rates wore an absolute necessity in curtain cases.

By Chairman Hepburn.The objections that
you have been stating to any regulation* of tlio
character you have mentioned would uot apply providingall tho railroads with wliich you came in
competition could be eulijected to tho aame rule 7
A. No, eir; I tbluk they would uot apply.
The committee then adjourned until ten o'clock

this morning.


